
Blooming Season is Here!  
Now that itõs blooming season here in the desert, itõs a good time to check if the 

flowers of your new iris plants match their name. You can find photos at several 

places on the internet. The American Iris Societyõs encyclopedia is at                 

http://wiki.irises.org/bin/view/Main/TallBearded. Click on the letter range for the name 

of the variety. Another option is the website of the National Gardening Association 

at https://garden.org/plants/group/irises/. Many of the irises have photos, but some 

only have their characteristics (height, color, etc.) listed. This site also has cultivation 

tips. A third option for photos is Daveõs Garden at http://davesgarden.com/guides/pf/, 

which claims to be the largest plant database in the world. They also have bug and 

bird databases. Or simply Google the name of the variety! And remember to expect 

approximately 30% of irises planted last Fall to bloom this Spring. Please report in to 

taisnewletter@yahoo.com with your bloom rate for new irises. - SC 
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 TAIS Newsletter  

  Apr i l  2017  

Upcoming Events  

Next meeting is the TAIS Annual Iris Show: April 8                      
-  Bear Canyon Library -  please invite all of your   
friends to come and view our lovely blooms!  10 AM 

  April Birthday Wishes to:  
      

     Clyda Murray        

     Susan Oates 

            
 

Tucson Area Iris Society ñestablished 1965 

vǳŜŜƴΩǎ wŀƴǎƻƳ, 

Tucson Botanical Gardens 

 photo by Sue Clark, 2016 

 òBloom season is nigh when an     
aardvark crosses your path.ó                               

Old iris adage from Schreinerõs Gardens website, 'Aardvark Lark' iris 

TBG - Daytripping to Glorious Gardens - April 8, 9 AM 

Carol Peterson 

Kathy Chilton  

http://bumblebutton.blogspot.com/search/label/Iris  
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Our speaker for this month was Jill 

Bonino; who, along with Kathy Chil-

ton, judged the iris at the Parc Floral 

de Paris in 2015.  Jill gave us insight 

into the layout of the iris beds and 

how the judges came to make their 

decision on the winning iris for that 

year.  

Kathleen brought                                      

plant stakes to sell.                           

They are $1 to club                          

members. 

Shirley brought                                   

Sandy, a visitor                                   

this month to                                             

our meeting.  

It is less than a                                             

month to our show                              

at Bear Canyon                                                    

Library.  Kevin was                                            

looking for volunteers ð                                

from 8 to 11 Tony, Melania, and An-

gela, from 11 to 2 add Janet, and then 

from 2 to 4 Kathleen.  He also needs 

help for set -up on Friday afternoon. 

The show is open from 10 to 4. We 

will have balloting as in past years 

and do have some ballets already.  

Kristee will have name cards for the 

flowers ready for the show. Angela 

will bring refreshments.  

After the show we will store things in 

our ònewó storage area at TBG. Kath-

leen was asking for help with this and 

Kevin volunteered.  

Call to order at 2:43 PM  

Most everything was covered in the 

general meeting.  

A short discussion on where we 

should purchase our club irises from 

this year included the growers of Paul 

Black and Mystic Lake Gardens.  It 

was felt Mystic Lake Gardens would 

be a better pick than Paul Black.  

We now have a projector! (it was used 

for our presentation today.)  

Tucson Botanical Gardens had laid 

down 3ó of mulch on our iris bed and 

have been asked to remove it ð which 

has been done.                                                                   

Itõs time to set aside a day in May 

to drive up to Prescott to see the 

Hummingbird Iris Garden in 

full bloom. Owner Linda Rossman 

grows between 2,500 and 3,000 

varieties of irises on the two-and 

a-fourth-acre property that she 
shares with her husband Lee and 

many animals. After moving them-

selves and several favorite iris 

plants from California in 1998, 

Linda found that the rises were 

quite content in Prescott and   

increased so much that she could 

sell their offspring. Besides irises 

of all types, Linda grows peonies, 

poppies, and other plants. Visitors 

who come to see the garden in 

peak bloom between early May 

and the first week of June can pur-

chase irises, which may be picked 

up in July or later. The garden is 
open on Fridays and weekends 

and other days by appointment. 

See p. 4 for other iris attractions 

in Prescott in May. - SC 
 

Hummingbird Iris Garden  

(928)777-8110  

Linda Rossman  

5942 Old Black Canyon Hwy  

Prescott, AZ 86303  

lindarae@cableone.net - call or 

email her to make an appointment 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Source: www.dcourier.com/news/2016 

March Meeting Minutes  
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TAIS Iris Show   

April 8  

-set up 9-10 AM  

Weõre on the web! 

Tucsoniris.org 

Hummingbird Iris Garden  

Treasurerõs report information was in 

our newsletter.  Tony made a motion 

to approve it and Ben seconded. It 

was unanimously accepted.  A motion 

was made to have a second signature 

on the account. Madeleine volun-

teered and the motion was passed.            

    

A question was asked as to where and 

when to hold our rhizome sale. After 

discussion was held it was decided the 

sale will be September 23 rd at Harlow  

Gardens. A motion was made by 

Janet and seconded by Ben to approve 

this.  It was unanimously passed.  

Our 501C paperwork needs to be filed 

with the state at a cost of $10. Kristee 

will do the filing. Tony made a motion 

to have this done and Diane seconded.  

The motion passed. Meeting ad-

journed at 3 PM.              

Submitted by Janet Garner, Secretary 

 

 We  Irises 

Diane would like                    

to order birth-

day/get well 

cards and 2 

books of postage 

stamps for the 

year.  A motion    

was made by                       

M e l a n i a  t o 

spend up to $50 

on this, was sec-

onded by Carol 

and was  passed. 

Weõre on the web! 

Tucsoniris.org 

Iris Show April 8th - 

set-up will start       

at 8 AM!  

mailto:lindarae@cableone.net
https://www.dcourier.com/news/2016/apr/29/hummingbird-iris-gardens-offer-3000-types-beauty/
http://www.Tucsoniris.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Jill Bonino, speaker  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Madeleine Glaserõs òBragging        

 Rightsó by Tom Burseen      

March 11th meeting - Iris Judging in France  

I realized that none of them had 

developed roots in the five 

months since they had been 

planted! So I placed them in a 

shallow bowl of water with a 

few drops of 10-10-10 fertilizer.  

Main Street sprouted a root 
within 24 hours, and had four 

roots and two new shoots by 

March 13, when I decided to 

plant it in a pot. (See the photos 

at right). The other three rhi-

zomes still had no roots, so I 

replaced the water with diluted 

transplanting solution and added 

another rhizome (About Town) 

which looked like its small leaf 

buds were starting to brown. 

About Town had a new root by 

the following day, but the other 

three still had no roots. Two of 

them did appear to be develop-

ing new shoots, though, and the 

leaf on the third one had grown a 

bit. My new quandary - could the 

lower surface of the rhizomes 

An Experiment          

Born of a Quandary  

Almost all of my new irises are 

growing well, and I am hoping 

and praying that some of them 

will bloom during their first 

Spring in my garden. Four rhi-

zomes showed no signs of 

growth by March 1 and the  leaf 

on one of those (Main Street) 

had faded from green to brown. 

That could not be good. With 

the intense heat of Summer rap-

idly approaching, I wanted to 

give them the best possible 
chance of surviving it. What to 

do??? Recalling the success Iõd 

had in the Fall by soaking iris 

rhizomes in water for a couple 

of days during which they grew 

fresh roots, I decided to try  

doing that with these four. 

When I lifted Main Street out of 

the ground and picked the three 

other rhizomes out of their pots, 
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Photos by          

Tony Kutz  
with an attempt at some                   

PhotoShopping by Sue Clark  

After one day      After 12 days  

remain in water for more than 

two weeks or would they begin 

to rot? Because the transplant 

solution did not seem to be 

helping much, I switched to a 

rooting hormone on March 20. 

About Town was dipped in it 

and then replanted. The other 

three were checked for rot, and 

one end of each rhizomes was 

snipped off to be safe, and 

dusted with Comet cleanser. 

They were left to air-dry for a 

day, rinsed, dusted with rooting 

hormone, and planted in pots. 

Results? See next issue. - SC 


