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TAIS CALENDAR 2009 Febru ary 21st

e February 21 Meeting;

Ramey Café, Speak- 1 2 OO I_u nCc h

ers Gary and Sharron
Peterson.

e March 21 Meeting; 100 Program

speaker and location
TBD.

Gary and Sharon Petterson

e April 11 Show at Foot-
hill Mall.

of Gardener's World in Phoenix

e August 29 Potluck

and auction
Gary and Sharon Petterson of Gardener's World in Phoenix will join us & share info
e September Sale about some exciting new products available to iris growersTheir garden will be on
the Region 15 Spring Trek in Phoenix in April, so they can share their experience &
e October 17 meeting show us what to expect.l understand that they have a large & fabulous garden. There

will be door prizes.

Place: We'll meet at Cafe Ramey again SW corner of Pima and SwanThis time
Lunch first at noon, then the Program at 1pm. Lunch will be $12.00 including tip,
which will include a choice of Cobb Salad, Cheeseburger, or turkey sandwich with
drinks and desert. They do not take checks so be prepared with cash or plastic. Plea
RSVP your lunch choice to Kathy Chilton at ranchiris@aol.com (520) 591729.

Page 2: How I do itl
Hybridizing by Margie
Valenzuela

WINTER WONDERLAND?
FEB 10TH IN VAIL, AZ
Gordon Jensenbds pond
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How to Improve Ones' Chances on Making a Cross To Get That Successful
and Desired Seed Poddy Margie Valenzuela
The southwest has its own particular problems when it comes leaves then that cross will not take either. Make SURE be-

to fertilizing an iris. While many parts of the country have to fore you make that special cross that no aphids are present.
deal with tons of rain, we have to deal with intense heat, dry, They will literally suck the life out of your fertilized iris em-

dry weather, and a LOT of sun during our spring months! bryoisometi mes before or someti me
First the basics: Select 2 freshly opened irises of your choice. Ot her factors 1 6ve found to hel
Next: Locate the anther with pollen which is located just t hat much desi rAe Hookdor thasslsiny,t o At ak
under the style arms, then pluck it from the flower using sticky area just inside the I ip
tweezers. Now take it to the disired iris and brush the pollen s hi ny and sticky dondét waste yo

against the underside of all three stigmas (small lip-like struc- shiny and sticky. B.) If you want that cross to take then polli-

ture on the lower surface of each stigmatic lip which is at- nate it heavily. C.)| 6 ve found that fresh f
tached to the underside of the style arms). Don't forget to pollinate better than old polle
label your cross and record the cross somewhere on paper!! pollen then use it. Many ti mes
You are going to want to know who the parents were when D.) After you place the pollen inside the lip then carefully,

you introduce your iris!! The 'Pod parent' is always listed gently press that area youdve |
first on the recorded cross, and the 'Pollen parent' is listed on one side and your finger (or two fingers if you have small

second. The record of your cross will look something like fingers) on the other. It helps to seal the pollen onto that

this: Mesmerizer x Honky Tonk Blues. If the cross "takes" /or sticky substance.

is successful then the Pod parent will grow a small water-

melon-look-alike seed pod. This seed pod will hold anywhere Anot her t hing |
from 1 to 120 seeds. The average seed pod has about 50 OK on a newly f
seeds, give or take. It usually takes about 8 weeks for the pod by windy.

to mature. When the pods resemble a light brown walnut

shell and the top of the pod begins to crack, it is time to col-  QuestionNowi L et 6s say you have poten
lect the seeds. hot, cold, or rainy, etc) weath

) ] ) ] _ like to have a nice seed pod or two develop on this one cer- )
Now this information i snotgqinGaoityirisfofSdurs. Svhad hnfydM Botothelplinfpiov® hy br i «

6ve noticed is t
ertilized iris,

ers; there are many pointers given in this article that will the chances?

benefit all who make crosses. Soéé. . how can we i mprove
our chances to get that muandiverthens hilpiEnfla cofiple 8$hFomes Bf yolirldRikkee 0 and
velop into a full grown s emgéhiteRiCifa3 gallo¥® hrdercsh@ittiEok Ror. Leale® a few
things love learned and magydéssadybuiwsuld jolk bR iR bnly Qightlytnérd) hel p
too. protected, possibly under a porch or next to the house. When

sgring arrives and the stalks produce buds that are beginning
t

One of the m ost i mportant oBeh (an@ it the wdatfleVi€hosfild HeR Bing thépottnh @t t he
ground should be watered the night before or early that morn-  qoors. Once indoors use a spray-mist bottle to create a more

ing (a couple hours before pollinating takes place). A moist  humid environment for the potted iris. Then proceed with the

ground seems to cause the iris blossom to become more re- fertilization process. If the weather continues to be un-
ceptiveeééépossibly becaus efichdly thdhRale thd faht Bdodrsmtingit oRaltebulat © h ol d
up better in warm breezes or withstand quickly climbing basis. You may also take it outdoors again as the weather
temperatures. --bam fdtvec arnyfg@iQl HW RN bring it back in when the weather be-
(even with irises planted in pots) that if they are wateredthe ¢ omes hostil e again. 1611 be th
night before (or early that morning), having moist soil when  n ot THAT good, but they are not
fertilization is taking place increases the chances of thatcross er a| ferti |l i zati ons fABuanbkte® i ndo
significantly. Once you can see a pod forming,
clear to put it back outdoors.
Another factor 1ove found gFod8z8befbrd yBuut it ofitdobtsAn¥xtrfielPhdstitd h e t e my
ture of the day will reach to. If the temperature of the day conditions (way too hot, too cold, too rainy, too windy, etc.).

reaches over 82-83 degrees while the iris sits in full sun then  Or wait until the weather is nice. If the pod is young/ too

it wonot matter how much YiQhhturéafdplacedloutdfof W hobtiR eltHerlthen o¥c@ U ar e
make thatcross--i t j ust wonot takebhgdhg Phanpl ¥ht |l wehposgciPfice

combat the stress factor of the heat and sun rather than pro-  has to overcome. The iris plant will choose to protect the
duce a pod. However [|0ve afeg tfro uandd tehnaetr gyf itnh et he irsheisz oan
given sufficient shade in the afternoon then they will tolerate  tomato plant does just the opposite--i t 81 1 hol d ont o

temperatures up to 86-88 degrees before choosing to give up

ALULES newly formed tomato because its future lies in those
the fertilization of that cross.

seeds. A tomato plant has no rhizome to care for.)

A third factor | 6ve found is that in many cases if there
aphids on the blossom-iker hiding in the plants6é sword
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Now I know that this article is somewhat lengthy, but if

even ONE of these pointers improve your seed pod results Margie Valenzuela

just a little then | 6ve OoWvadleym¥. | ob. And i f many of t|
pointers increase your c Hgbridize asnd TAIBAIS;&TBIB Bdabet hen youdl | |
happier during the iris Hybrsi dinzirroglusdad oars tttea o uydu &Nwd
ever been i as you gaze upon ALL those seed pods. In In San Jose, Ca.

closing - - I'm wishing everyone a successful hybridizing

iris season come spring 2009!

Minutes to the Membership meeting on Jan 24, 2009
Location was at Ramey Cafe

®  Meeting started at 11:20am

O He finished with present and future seedlings and
introductions

O  After the speaker finished we had the drawings. Eve-
®  Meeting started with some announcements of coming ryone who attended got an iris.

events O Patrick O6Connor brought cer
O Regional Trek in Phoenix Apr 17-19. Hybridizer new releases The winners of these were Tina Damico T

Casparek is the main speaker for this event Rigolats

O April 11 will be the Tucson Mall Iris show- O  Sherry Musil T Duck Lady

volunteers needed O Dian Curran T German Coast

O  April 12 Gordon Jensen will have an open house of O Paul Bessey i Little Woods

his garden .
.0 Kat ilton i Dog Eat D
O Then the speaker, Patri cka%gggrinnoogra o Zydeco Gar -
dens spoke about Louisiana Irises O Doug Larson I Katrina Dog
O  He first started with a history of Louisiana Irises, the O  Then there were several other Louisiana irises and
original species and where the different varieties reside two tall bearded irises for the picking and they were won

by Margie Valenzuela, Gordon Jensen, Carolyn Cowen,
Gary Carruthers, Ben Herman, HL Swain, Ruth Over,
Jinny Hesler, and Perri Larsen.

O  He then showed many slides of the varieties that exist
today. This included a discussion of edging, ruffles, differ-
ent forms (such as width of the falls etc), size, stalk struc-
ture and colors. The emphasis on color showed that purple O  Meeting adjourned at 1:15pm

and white tend to be paired together along with red and Next meeting will be February 21. Location and time TBD
yellow.

O Next he went into desired and undesired qualities of
new varieties

O He then went into general care and answered several
questions from the audience

FINANCIAL REPORT 11-1-08 THRU 2-11-09

Beginning 11/1/08 4,753.03
Expenses:
Website maintenance 450.00
O'Connor program 407.48
AIS membership 50.00 _-907.48
3,845.55
Receipts:
Memberships 291.00
Iris sales 4.00 _ 295.00

Balance on hand 2/11/09 4,140.55



Garden
Tour

Come visit my garden. April 12th from 2 PM until sunset.

14538 E Desert Plume Ct
Vail, AZ 85641

Over 200 varieties of
Irises and 24 rose
bushes.

14538 E Desert Plume
Vail, AZ 85641

Ct

Phone: 51308-2354
redheadclan@cox.ne
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TAIS Contact Info

President, Kathy Chilton
(520) 591-1729

Ranchiris@aol.com

Vice President, Ben Herman
(520) 296-2129

herman@atmo.arizona.edu

Secretary, Dian Curran
(520) 762-9710

Dian_b curran@raytheon.com

Treasurer, Maxine Fifer
(520) 743-7993

wetypefast@aol.com

Editor: Gordon Jensen
(520) 203-8259
redheadclan@cox.net
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