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President’s Message 
  

   It always happens.  Looking over my iris, all I see is a sea of green 
leaves. Where are the flowers or even buds? But it always            
happens. Only a few weeks from now, there will be thousands of iris 
flowers to enjoy.  In only seven weeks, there will be even more and 
a select few worth taking to our show. Adapt your iris culture to our 
early heat and keep growing. 
   To appreciate how amazing today's iris are, come learn all about 
historic iris at our March meeting. We'll hear from HIPS (Historic Iris 
Preservation Society) about what they do and how we can help. We 
should all grow some historic iris to preserve our iris ancestry. See 
you there.  
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         Birthday Wishes to: 

   Kristee West     Martin Juarez    Sharm Gregoire 
   Joyce Knill         Sandy Ellis        Kathy Smith 
   Cindy Long       Jim Ganem        Linda Ammon 

‘White Hot’ 
 

(Tasco, 2008) 
 

Prescott, Arizona 
 

Photo by Sue Clark, 2025 

 

“March is the month of expectation, the 
things we do not know.” – Emily Dickinson 

An Affiliate of the American Iris Society Tucson Area Iris Society - established 1965 Our 61st year 

Dues are due - $15 per household per calendar year. Form on TAIS website or pay at 
the March meeting 

presentation by Catesby Suter, M.S.     
Highway, Oracle. $5 suggested donation 

Next TAIS Meeting: March 14, 1 PM, Murphy-Wilmot Library, 530 N. 

 

March 14-15: Tucson Garden Club Show at Oro Valley Public Library 

April 10-11: Region 15 Spring Trek, Phoenix. Hosted by Sun Country Iris Society. See 
information and forms on p. 7-8 

TAIS Iris Show: April 18 in combination with the Rose Society Show, Trinity          
Presbyterian Church, 400 E. University Blvd. Prep time 6-9:30 AM. 
Open to the Public 
Show something and make us proud! No regular meeting in April 

Iris albispiritus 

Newsletter 
 

 

- Kevin Kartchner 

https://tucsoniris.org/membership/2026%20TAIS%20Membership%20Form.pdf
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus05web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F89170458063&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cafca7ecb82f54c5fe61a08de757125f7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639077326007097516%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRyd
https://azgardenclubs.com/event/tucson-garden-club-flower-show/
https://www.library.pima.gov/locations/ORO/
https://region15ais.org/
https://tucsoniris.org/events/2026%20Tucson%20Iris%20Show%20Schedule.pdf


gathered at the Miller-Golf 
Links Library. Kevin led the 
group in a special game of 

Medal-winning irises. There 

so they are the best of the 
best. Kevin pointed out the 

-
day iris flowers as compared 
to the smaller, longer-and-
narrower-falled ones of old. 
Sam won the game, with 
Brian and Bonnie taking 2nd 
and 3rd place, respectively. 
Prizes were Iris Bucks. T

for 
 

General meeting: Reminder 
that Sun Country’s Region 15 
Spring Trek will be April 10-11 
in Phoenix. This is a great 
chance to see many newer 
varieties of irises growing in 
three gardens with a similar 
climate to Tucson’s. See 
forms on p. 7-8. Kevin 

so that members could 
check one out until the next 

Botanical Gardens’ Zoom 
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Board meeting: Kevin         

a new projector which will 
provide much clearer images. 
Terry motioned and Cindy 
and Dave seconded. “Ayes” 
cinched the vote. Cindy asked 
about the process for being 

nominated Kristee be one a 
few years ago, which was    
approved by voting. No one 
knew more than this. Kevin 
will send the membership list 

and Linda have it ready. Sue 
will send out an email      
message about dues, and  
include a membership form. 
Diane created the show 
schedule and it is already 
posted to our website. She is 
now working on the posters 

 
                 - Sue Clark, secretary 
 
Mulch & Compost 

 

   Terry asked what type of 
mulch people used for their 
irises. He is trying mushroom 
mulch this year. Susan uses 

Kevin said that he adds a 
compost to his soil, but 

is made by his neighbor and 
consists of woodchips, horse 
manure, and grain. I use pine 
needles as mulch for my  
Louisiana irises which grow in 
5-gallon buckets, but none 
for my potted or in-the-
ground irises. I make my own 

soil and native soil when 
planting anything. - SC 
 
 

 

The Tucson Garden Club     
enjoyed a presentation by Pat 
on January 21, and they have 
invited our members to     
participate in their flower 
show on March 13 and 14 at 
the Oro Valley Public Library.  
 

2026 TAIS Event Chairs: 
Show - Terry 
Auction - We still need a 

the Powerpoint presentation.  
Sale: Pat 
Photo Contest: Sue 
 

upcoming sale at the Show: 
Terry - 12, Diane - 12, and    
Bonnie - 30, for a total of 54. 

to serve as cashiers at the sale 
at the show, so we will need 
two cashiers. 
   Door prizes of potted irises 
were won by Cindy, Kevin, 
and Sam, who gave his to Jim. 
These were gifts from Howie 
Dash and the Mesilla Valley 
Iris Society’s sale via Lois and 
Leeann. Thank you! 

    

  

We’re on the web: 

Tucsoniris.org 

For our Show in 
April, consider 

entering irises or an 

arrangement! 

 We Irises 

http://www.Tucsoniris.org
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BEGINNING BALANCE  17,238.73 
      

INCOME                              
 Dues  120.00 
               SUBTOTAL        17,401.73 
EXPENSES 
        Rhizomes - Auction 450.00 
         Rhizomes - Sale        800.00 
      Rhizomes - Sale (K)  800.00 
            Printing - Show          49.00 
                      SUBTOTAL     2099.00 
 

ENDING BALANCE         15,302.73 
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 Treasurer’s Report for February           
- submitted by Jim Wilcoxon 

Beneficial Garden Bugs, Part XId: Aphid-Eaters 
 

  We’ve looked at fourteen insects that eat aphids, either  
during their larval or adult stage, and learned some ways to 
attract them to, and host them in, our gardens:   
• growing beds of perennials for both cover and nectar  
• including their favorite flowers: dill, Queen Anne’s lace, 

fennel, cosmos, goldenrod, marigolds, calendula, daisies, 
sunflowers, sweet alyssum, and yarrow  

• avoiding pesticide use 
   We’ll finish out our study this month with three more 
aphid-eaters. Rove beetles are long and slender like earwigs. 
Their short wings don’t cover their abdomen, and when 

a scorpion. Leaf litter and organic mulch will attract rove 
beetles, who climb plants to hunt aphids. Mealybug          
Destroyers eat aphids, mealybugs, and other soft-bodied  
insects. They are a type of ladybug whose larvae look like a 
wild and wooly many-legged creature. These insects were 
brought from Australia for pest control and are sold         
commercially. Jumping spiders are arachnids rather than 

insects. Smaller species of jumping spiders eat aphids, while 
larger ones prefer prey such as grasshoppers and caterpillars. 

 
   Thus ends our study of 17 bugs who dine on aphids. - SC 
 

 

Sources: BH&G: How to Get Rid of Aphids and Protect Plants; 17 Beneficial Insects that Eat 
Aphids; 8 Bugs You Should Never Kill In Your Garden - Birds and Blooms, Will Jumping Spi-
ders Eat Aphids; Wikipedia article: “Jumping Spider;” Brittanica article: “Jumping Spider” 

From top: rove beetle 

larva (Source 3), mealybug   
destroyer adult (by 

and a 
 

Source: Brittanica 

 

https://www.bhg.com/gardening/pests/insects-diseases-weeds/stop-aphids/
https://positivebloom.com/natural-predators-that-eat-aphids/
https://positivebloom.com/natural-predators-that-eat-aphids/
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/garden-bugs/bugs-you-should-never-kill/?_cmp=BNBInsider&utm_source=email&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=&utm_audience=&_mid=830855&ehid=58D7F0310DBFFEF79F0F1C6E48A0EF87684BA70B&_PermHash=3732666ddd5bdf2dd79dea3a2c1
https://blog.entomologist.net/will-jumping-spiders-eat-aphids.html
https://blog.entomologist.net/will-jumping-spiders-eat-aphids.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jumping_spider
https://www.britannica.com/animal/jumping-spider
https://inaturalist-open-data.s3.amazonaws.com/photos/8130819/large.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cryptolaemus_montrouzieri.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cryptolaemus_montrouzieri.jpg
By%20Kevincollins123%20-%20Own%20work,%20CC%20BY-SA%203.0,%20https:/commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4134736
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The Language of Iris by Pat Olsen 
 

The Early Bloomers – Reticulata and          
Miniature Dwarf Bearded 

 

   Before the tall bearded irises take center stage, 
the iris season begins at ankle height. 
   Iris reticulata is a bulbous iris growing from a 

by the American Iris Society (AIS) as Species 
(bulbous and beardless). Reticulatas are the first to 
bloom in a garden. They grow four to six inches tall 
with blooms three to four inches in diameter in 
grass-like foliage. They can be a deep rich color or 
warm and muted. Reticulatas may bloom as early 
as January in Tucson but are more likely to bloom 
in late February with the daffodils. Cooler winters 
and drier summers are ideal for reticulatas. To avoid 
rot, it is best to underwater than overwater in the 
hottest season. 
   The earliest bearded iris to bloom is the Miniature 
Dwarf Bearded (MDB) iris. MDBs grow to no more 
than 8 inches tall (just about ankle height). This is a 

bloom greater than 8 inches is allowed, consistent 
bloom greater than 8.0 inches 

iris. The flower is very   
petite, 1.6 - 3 inches in width. Branching is rare,   
usually one bloom per stalk. MDBs grow in tight, 
compact clumps.  The parentage of MDBs is rooted 
in Iris Pumila. Pure Iris Pumila may be found in 
Eastern Europe. Modern MDBs are 50-75% Iris             
Pumila crossed with other bearded iris classes.  
Miniature Dwarf Bearded irises display a variety of 
forms and color patterns, including some very 
bushy beards (see ‘Wild Whiskered Wonder,’ 
Delane Langton, 2026, below, center). 

   MDBs make great companion plants 

MDBs are wonderful as borders on 
pathways or garden beds. MDBs will 
stand out in rock gardens. 
   In our desert heat, airflow is essential 
for irises. Excess water, crowding weeds, 
and prolonged summer irrigation can 
trap heat and increase the risk of rot. 
Once temperatures consistently exceed 
100°F, irrigation should be reduced and 
soil allowed to dry between waterings. 
 

Trek(s) Update by Pat Olsen 
 

   As the Reticulatas begin their bloom 
season, we are excited to announce that 
Region 15's trek season will begin in 
Phoenix on April 10th and 11th. 
   The event will feature a sale of 80      
potted irises, including Rebloomers,    
Louisianas, and recently introduced Tall 
Beardeds and Arilbreds. AIS President 

including one focused on Novelty Irises. 
The trek includes visits to three gardens 
via bus transportation and two provided 
meals. This is a wonderful opportunity to 
see newer introductions in full bloom. 
   TAIS will be hosting the Fall Trek on  
October 17, 2026. This one-day event is 
designed to be a simpler meeting to 
host, and our guest speaker will be past 
AIS President Jody Nolin. She is sure to 
bring a wealth of knowledge and          
enthusiasm to her presentations. 
   The Trek Committee is currently     
working on registration, raffle prizes, and     
silent auction items. With the help of all 
our members, we look forward to a     
successful event that shines as bright as 
the desert sun. 
 
 

From left: I. reticulata, MTB ‘Wild Whiskered Wonder,’ and MTB ‘Spot of Tea.’ Photos by Pat Olsen 



Iris Limerick 
I wish for an iris of green,  
The shade of some peas or a lima bean. 
   It might be bright 
   Or it might be light, 
As long as it’s green, green, green! 
                            - Sue Clark 
 
 

Did You Know? 

Kevin Kartchner - President  

David Sliffe - Vice President 

Sue Clark – Secretary, Signatory on Account 

Jim Wilcoxon – Treasurer, Asst. Secretary 

Cindy Long, Linda Briggs, Kathleen Marron, 
and Evelyn Jacobs - Hospitality 

Bonnie Else and Susan Schaefer - Door Prizes 

Taffy Holvenstot - Membership 

Dave Smith - Photographer 

Tip Exchange                        

A Little Bit of Botany and Iris History 
  

 

   Many people dream of a truly-red iris. This month, we’ll look at 

a portion of the quest for such an iris, a quest that has been going 

fancy poultry, as well as raising and breeding irises and gladioli. 

Lapham’s plan involved studying the available options in the reddish 

irises of other breeders, making friends with said breeders, and 

then accepting their proffered help and returning the favors at  

every opportunity. His breeding plan was to build from the ground 

up (which I think means that he purchased the reddish irises that 

he wanted to use), cross the best reds and red blends, select and 

cross seedlings until red-seeking results are obvious (a process 

known as “inbreeding”), and then bring in “new blood” to get the 

traits wanted, such as size (a process known as “outcrossing”). 

   The irises Lapham selected were from Paul Cook, Fitz Randolph, 

and Geddes Douglas. Fred Deforest and Chet Thompkins provided 

pollen. It wasn’t long, though, before the best breeding stock was 

from Lapham’s own seedlings. His first red iris was ‘Belle          

Porter’ (1929), followed by ‘Jerry’ (1933), ‘Red Sails’ (1937), and 

then ‘Red Ray’ (1940). The latter was developed by combining two 

lines of irises. Now the goal changed to increasing the bloom size, 

so ‘Rameses’ (H. P. Sass 1929) was the “new blood” introduced, 

and when crossed with ‘Jerry,’ the result was ‘Christabel’ (1934). 

This was probably his most famous creation. (See photo above). 

   Lapham is also noted for his work on pink irises. Important ones 

are ‘Paradise Pink’ (1949) and ‘Lotte Lembrich’ (1951). Modern 

reds and oranges can be traced to his irises. - SC 
 

Sources: “Greig Lapham; Nearly All Reds Traced to his Irises,” by Anne 
Lowe, 2000 - abridged in “AIS 100 Years Bold,” supplement 2 of 4, 2020; 
AIS Iris Wiki for the links 
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What to do in the Iris 
Garden during March: 

 

Maintenance: Keep iris plants hydrated during this 

interval of rapid growth. Monitor with moisture 

meter. Check for aphids and other pests. They 

can be dislodged with a burst of water. Remove 

weeds and any debris. Replace faded labels, as 

names are required to enter irises in a show. 
  

Organic care: Dose with greensand and bone 

meal (1 T each) for the spring. Do NOT put bone 

meal on Japanese irises, though! Feed with fish 

emulsion every other week and feather meal 

monthly.  Apply humic acid as desired.                                   
 

Non-organic care: Apply weekly or every other 

week: Scott’s Super Bloom (12-55-6), Miracle-

Gro Bloom Booster  (10-52-10), Schultz Bloom 

Plus 10-54-10), or Ferti-lome 

 

“In the spring at the end of the day,       

you should smell like dirt.” – Margaret Atwood 

 A ancient Japanese calendar divided 
each of the four seasons into six parts known as sekki. 
These 15-day intervals are based on the position of 

Each sekki is further divided into three parts, resulting in 72 
microseasons, each about five days long. Some of their 
names include “The East Wind Melts the Ice” and “The First 
Iris Blooms.” - SC   Sources: Jan Johnson’s Gardentopia email of 7 Feb 
2026 and Kyoto Journal article by Mark Hovane 
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Cindy Long - Vice President 

Sue Clark – Secretary, Signatory on Account 

Jim Wilcoxon – Treasurer, Asst. Secretary 

Diane Pavlovich - Publicity 

Cindy Long & Linda Briggs - Hospitality 

Bonnie Else & Susan Schaefer - Door Prizes 

Cindy Long & Linda Briggs - Membership 

Dave Smith - Photographer 

Sue Clark -  Newsletter  

 

‘Christobel’        
(Lapham 1934) 

https://wiki.irises.org/TbAthruE/TbBellePorter
https://wiki.irises.org/TbAthruE/TbBellePorter
https://wiki.irises.org/TbFthruJ/TbJerry
https://wiki.irises.org/TbPthruT/TbRedSails
https://wiki.irises.org/TbPthruT/TbRedRay
https://wiki.irises.org/TbPthruT/TbRameses
https://wiki.irises.org/TbAthruE/TbChristabel
https://wiki.irises.org/TbPthruT/TbParadisePink
https://wiki.irises.org/TbKthruO/TbLotteLembrich
https://www.amazon.com/Down-Earth-All-Natural-Greenstone/dp/B0CTD6482J/ref=sr_1_7?crid=8W07TDJEE86D&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ibpDYVTMarJOxVUCiLx8ziXFg_APHQhNq8xmi2zjM5bAQJJ7mqj79C2r4zC3NAOSvFH5KPV_9v6yEMDlKjP8wzih0FdUsDN8aHc9-xy79p-DD3l1gSacSDvR4jNuKDNBe71r-H7A1-K
https://www.amazon.com/Down-Earth-723667-Organic-Fertilizer/dp/B07NWCT1BQ/ref=sr_1_7?crid=W3SNROBKGJRL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BSRiFeb7sAN-NkmJ0guyOvGRz4EAatZKZ3X008MkD1AvVlzWzFMCWzAMf_JobZ-2qOfOyAFEkR5a_PruZzPJJAcxZJqO9ZYff5-hn5Q7quq55PEmp_aMvsezurTC6TgJXiATjtU7
https://www.amazon.com/Down-Earth-723667-Organic-Fertilizer/dp/B07NWCT1BQ/ref=sr_1_7?crid=W3SNROBKGJRL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BSRiFeb7sAN-NkmJ0guyOvGRz4EAatZKZ3X008MkD1AvVlzWzFMCWzAMf_JobZ-2qOfOyAFEkR5a_PruZzPJJAcxZJqO9ZYff5-hn5Q7quq55PEmp_aMvsezurTC6TgJXiATjtU7
https://www.amazon.com/Fertilome-10611-Emulsion-Fertilizer-5-1-1/dp/B0055UI4BM/ref=sr_1_24?crid=BO5Q6ZDM4T2T&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.3ZFo_TjzlTjOatuoPzal0Y3J8mYVb_fRmxu73VL9CUaCVAtXchl19QRvOYbY9ERdW6vIK27CZS06v91PXR04bRjAWvyAXsoNULBfw2lNTJD4m0HhtdyHV1kD3Ub2ul0zIi
https://www.amazon.com/Fertilome-10611-Emulsion-Fertilizer-5-1-1/dp/B0055UI4BM/ref=sr_1_24?crid=BO5Q6ZDM4T2T&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.3ZFo_TjzlTjOatuoPzal0Y3J8mYVb_fRmxu73VL9CUaCVAtXchl19QRvOYbY9ERdW6vIK27CZS06v91PXR04bRjAWvyAXsoNULBfw2lNTJD4m0HhtdyHV1kD3Ub2ul0zIi
https://www.amazon.com/Down-Earth-Feather-Natural-Fertilizer/dp/B0BRKJ7K39/ref=sr_1_6?crid=1PS44Y6W9C4C1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.lOeUvPzpmnRAYErCuO6d_K0hzdN3MTA8jZhpDG_wQR7plPUpu1VoN8ohlKnO2XQzvk6pe-VELIrJlUyLsaSI5FaSM2O7OweKYgcB9PEnwoXcJ_YR3SRqlvspAfJCi4Y5M8NmJH
https://www.amazon.com/Scotts-Super-Bloom-Water-Soluble/dp/B00GTDGWAY/ref=sr_1_5?crid=ALKBSNFZ7LHH&keywords=scotts+super+bloom+12-55-6&qid=1636494949&qsid=131-6493506-3881933&sprefix=Scott%E2%80%99s+Super+Bloom%2Caps%2C311&sr=8-5&sres=B00GTDGWAY%2CB07R3F
https://www.amazon.com/Miracle-Garden-Bloom-Booster-10-52-10/dp/B0147NF3NE/ref=sr_1_6?crid=BJE4LKOACERU&keywords=miracle-gro+bloom+booster+10-52-10&qid=1636495162&qsid=131-6493506-3881933&sprefix=miracle-gro+bl%2Caps%2C257&sr=8-6&sres=B00C4TPN7K%2CB0147N
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07Q1DC928?ref=em_1p_3_ti&ref_=pe_3730140_700752160
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07Q1DC928?ref=em_1p_3_ti&ref_=pe_3730140_700752160
https://www.amazon.com/Fertilome-11772-Blooming-Rooting-Soluble/dp/B00FGINEMC/ref=sr_1_1?crid=GQYFNRMULJSN&keywords=ferti-lome%2Bblooming%2B%26%2Brooting%2Bplant%2Bfood%2B9-58-8&qid=1636495050&qsid=131-6493506-3881933&sprefix=Ferti-lome%2BBlooming%2B%26%2B
https://www.amazon.com/Fertilome-11772-Blooming-Rooting-Soluble/dp/B00FGINEMC/ref=sr_1_1?crid=GQYFNRMULJSN&keywords=ferti-lome%2Bblooming%2B%26%2Brooting%2Bplant%2Bfood%2B9-58-8&qid=1636495050&qsid=131-6493506-3881933&sprefix=Ferti-lome%2BBlooming%2B%26%2B
https://kyotojournal.org/uncategorized/the-72-japanese-micro-seasons/
https://mx.pinterest.com/pin/140244975870297128/





